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The CERAF is a Tool to be used for children at risk of or being exploited & will support identification of risk areas to be addressed and next steps.



	Name of worker completing assessment:
Team:  
	


	Date CERAF Assessment completed:
	

	
	
	
	

	Child’s Name:
	

	Date of Birth & (Age):

	

	Gender Identity:

	
	Address:

	

	Legal status:

	
	Ethnicity & Language spoken:
	

	If other agencies are involved, please list them here:
	

	
	



	Green Vulnerability & Risk Indicators
	Please tick
	Provide details of all risks identified & clarify whether this is historical or current.

	Child has experienced emotional neglect by parent/carer/family member 

	[bookmark: Check11]|_|
	

	Child has experienced physical abuse by parent/carer/family member
	[bookmark: Check12]|_|
	

	Child has experienced sexual abuse 

	[bookmark: Check13]|_|
	

	Breakdown of relationships within the family
	[bookmark: Check14]|_|
	

	Domestic abuse within the family home

	[bookmark: Check22]|_|
	

	Substance abuse within the family home

	[bookmark: Check23]|_|
	

	Child has a parent / carer who offends

	|_|
	

	Child is living in unsuitable/inappropriate accommodation

	|_|
	

	Child has low self esteem / confidence

	|_|
	

	Child is struggling with their identity / family are not accepting of their identity

	|_|
	

	Child is a young carer

	|_|
	

	Child has experienced loss or bereavement
	|_|
	

	Child is isolated from peers / social networks

	|_|
	

	Child has diagnosed physical and/or learning disability 
	|_|
	





	

Amber Vulnerability & Risk Indicators
	
Please tick

	
Provide details of, and context to, risk identified.

	[bookmark: _Hlk43819987]Child is regularly staying out late (This may include periods of staying out all day and whereabouts unknown)
	[bookmark: Check19]|_|
	

	Child has multiple callers from, or associates with unknown adults/older young people/risky peers 
	[bookmark: Check20]|_|
	

	Concerns about the childs use of mobile phone / technology (e.g. multiple phones, contact from unknown / concerning people)
	[bookmark: Check21]|_|
	

	Concerns about expressions of despair (e.g. self-harm, overdose, eating disorder, challenging behaviour, aggression, carrying weapons, other sudden change in wellbeing/appearance)
	|_|
	

	Concerns about exclusion from school / unexplained absences from or not engaged in school/college/training/work
	[bookmark: Check25]|_|
	

	Child has presented with Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs), pregnancy/termination of pregnancy 

	|_|
	

	Child is using drugs / Alcohol

	|_|
	

	Concerns about childs use of the internet (e.g. coerced to take/share indecent images; dealing drugs; selling stolen goods; use of the ‘Dark Web’)
	|_|
	

	Child is displaying hostility/volatility in relationships with parents/carers/others
	|_|
	

	Child is displaying risky/inappropriate sexual behaviour

	[bookmark: Check26]|_|
	



	Red Risk Indicators
(Exploitation linked not interfamilial abuse)
	Tick if present 

	Provide details of, and context to, risk identified.

	Child has made disclosure of sexual/physical assault (which may be followed by withdrawal of allegation)

	
|_|
	

	Child associates with peers suspected/known to be being sexually or criminally exploited 

	|_|
	

	Periods of going missing overnight or longer, sustained increase in missing episodes 

	|_|
	

	Child has relationship/s with older or controlling individual / group (e.g. older boy/girlfriend, gang / organised crime group / influential peers) 
	|_|
	

	Child has appeared with physical injury without plausible explanation 
	|_|
	

	Concerns about emotional / physical / financial abuse or coercion by controlling / powerful person / group
	|_|
	

	Concerns about child entering/leaving vehicles driven by unknown people

	|_|
	

	Child has unexplained amounts of money, expensive clothing or other items 

	|_|
	

	Child is frequenting areas known for sexual / criminal exploitation / associated with county lines (e.g. “trap houses”)
	|_|
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk37682105]Child is travelling / located out of area without plausible explanation / known link; arrested out of area (especially for drug related offences)
	|_|
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk40947358]Child found with large quantities of drugs or suspected of/involved in the movement and selling of drugs 
	|_|
	

	Child involved in robberies/thefts with no or limited signs of personal gain

	|_|
	

	Child has a drug debt (and is likely to be at risk if unpaid) 

	|_|
	




	Protective factors & strengths: 
What’s working well?

	

	Safety measures & disruption: 
What has been tried so far to reduce risks?

	

	Child’s views:
Perception of risks / safety / push & pull factors: 
	

	Parent / carers views:
Perception of risks / safety
	



	Information that might identify an individual (s) who pose a risk:
List all information about the people, peer groups, relationships, cars, locations or settings you think are linked to exploitation risk. 

	

	Any risks that can’t be disclosed to family/child or that professionals need to be aware of?
	

	
Please report all concerns / Intelligence to the police via:

https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/forms/vul

	



	
CERAF GRADING 

	




	PROFESSIONAL JUDGEMENT:  

· Consider all information and refer to risk categories 
· Identify the level of risk (low/Medium/High) you consider the child to be at currently and explain why. 
· Identify whether the risk is CSE / CCE / COUNTY LINES
	



	


RISK LEVEL
	
	Not at risk - child may be ‘in need’ but grooming/exploitation not current concern 


	
	
	Low Risk – child is vulnerable/susceptible to grooming/exploitation


	
	
	Medium Risk – a number of warning signs suggesting child is at risk of opportunistic exploitation 

	
	
	High Risk – strong indicators/evidence that child is currently experiencing exploitation harm



	Are there reasonable grounds to suspect this child has been trafficked or a victim of forced labour?
	
   |_| Yes        |_| No 
	If yes – Child Protection Procedures & National Referral Mechanism form must be completed.

	If yes - is the trafficking internal, or international?  
	  
   |_| Internal  e.g. moved within town/city or UK

   |_| Abroad  e.g. separated or Unaccompanied Asylum Seeker





CERAF Risk Categories & Associated Actions


	CERAF Risk category
	Associated Actions

	
Not at risk
	· Educate child to stay safe. 
· Seek to address any vulnerability factors. 
· Review risk following any significant change in circumstances. 
· Update intervention/support plan

	

Low Risk
	· Delivered as a single agency or integrated into existing multi-agency plan.
· Educate to stay safe.  
· Work with children, young people and families to develop an awareness of the risks that can lead to a situation in which they may be exposed to sexual exploitation. 
· On-going review of risk required particularly if there are significant changes in circumstances
· Inform Senior Practitioner Natasha Swaby or ACE Team Manager Clare Luxton of young person considered to be at risk of CSE by sending a completed screening tool: Willow_CSEReferrals@bathnes.gov.uk
· A decision will be made about whether the young person will be offered a service via The Willow Project
· Use the police information report form to share information on victim’s or perpetrators where needed

	


Medium Risk
	· A multi-agency approach is likely to be needed.
· Inform CSE Senior Practitioner Natasha Swaby  of young person considered to be at risk of CSE by sending a completed screening tool: Willow_CSEReferrals@bathnes.gov.uk
· A decision will be made as to whether the young person will be offered a service through Willow service. 
· Ongoing review of risk required particularly if there are significant changes in circumstances
· Use the police information report form to share information on victim’s or perpetrators where needed

	

High Risk
	· MASH Referral & Strategy meeting convened to ensure effective exchange of information with multi-agency colleagues and agree safety plan. 
· A referral will be needed to Children’s Social Care and should include a copy of this screening tool, and a multi-agency strategy meeting should be convened in relation to children and young people assessed as at ‘significant risk’.
· Participants of the meeting should agree a risk management plan and action to include long-term intensive direct work with the individual child or young person.  Risk should be closely monitored and regularly reassessed as part of the risk reduction process.
· The Plan to include actions in relation to perpetrators.
· Joint investigation between police and children’s services
· Inform CSE Senior Practitioner / CSE FSP of young person considered to be at risk of CSE so this can be captured by LSCB
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